
 
 

 

 

Welcome to the LGBT Forum information bulletin, a place where you can find items of interest for Forum 
Members. 

 
If you no longer want to receive these bulletins or any other information, please email Jo Holloway, Forum 

Secretary yorklgbtforum@gmail.com 
 

Bulletin 13          16th March 2014 

A big bulletin! 

Apologies for the delay in receiving a bulletin for a while, so to make up for it here’s a bumper bulletin full of 

information across the LGBT spectrum of events, activities, campaigning and information. 

We now have a link with our website, so please send us any events you want us to promote, and as well as 

appearing in the bulletin, we’ll also promote them on the front page of our website, in our events section. 

 

Positive Mingle at Mesmac 
 

From April 7th, on the first Monday of each month York’s first ever "Positive Mingle" will be running. The mingle 
is a safe and confidential social event forHIV+ gay and bisexual guys. 

 
Perhaps you're newly diagnosed and want some support; or perhaps you've been living with HIV for sometime 

and would like to make some new friends and have some fun.  
  

FREE food and drink provided. See the poster attached with the bulletin email for more details. 
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Before I die Festival 
 

The festival is sponsored by the University of York and organized as part of the ‘Dying Matters’ coalition Dying 
Awareness Week.  It is part of a growing social movement to reflect on how we manage death and dying. 
 
Highlights will include 

 An Instinct for Kindness – a solo-show telling the true story of Chris Larner’s journey to Dignitas, the 
assisted suicide clinic in Switzerland, with his chronically ill ex-wife (Tuesday 13 May, Upstage Centre 
Youth Theatre, Monkgate – time probably 7.30 tbc) 

 Dying to Live: Preparing yourself and your loved ones for death – a talk by the  Revd Canon Dr 
Christopher Collingwood (Chancellor of York Minster) & Rev'd Dr David Efird (Philosophy Dept, UofY) 
about the spirituality of dying (10am-11am Wednesday 14 May) 

 For Their Own Good (Untied Artists) - a play which combines beautiful puppetry, new writing and 
documentary material to tell a moving and darkly comic tale which explores whether the way we kill 
animals teaches us anything about our own demise (Wednesday 14 May, Friargate Theatre – time 
probably 7.30 tbc)  

 Music to Die For –Alison Wray and Chanticleer Singers, with poetry from James Nash (7.30pm Thursday 
15 May, National Centre for Early Music) 

 Expert Panel on Advance Decisions (ADs) for end-of-life planning (5.30-7.30 Friday 16 May followed by 
drinks and nibbles) – at the University –venue tbc 

 One-to-one ‘clinic’ sessions on writing ADs from members of the charity Compassion in Dying (Saturday 
17 May – individual appointments on request – sign up sheet available at the Friday Expert Panel)  

 Public lectures from York academics on topics ranging from violent death in video games to the use of 
photography to document death and dying (throughout the week –details to follow) 

 
For more information please contact Celia Kitzinger, University of York 
celia.kitzinger@york.ac.uk  (best contact) 
Tel:  01904 434736 (administrator) 
 

 

Fantastic resource available for LGBT Community 
 

Kevin Sell, one of our forum members has developed a great resource 
available to forum members and beyond.  

 
The resource details LGBT fiction ,non fiction ,and resources for young LGB 
and T communities, as well as some information about the work Kevin has 
done with York library to raise the profile of LGBT literature, and it’s lack of 

signposting in the library. 
 
 

We’ll be putting these on our website, but they’re also attached to the 
bulletin email too. 
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Building an LGBT Archive in York 

We had a visit from the archivists at York Archives at our last meeting. The archives are undergoing big changes 
and we asked them what LGBT resources they had. 

The answer is very little, which gives us a great chance to get together with other LGBT organisations and 
institutions and beyond to start to build an archive. We hope to invite all of the relevant groups and 

organisations to talk further about this soon, but if you have any ideas, or would like to be involved, please 

contact us at yorklgbtforum@gmail.com 

 

 

Gay couples photographed around the world 

 

In his ‘All Love is Equal Series’ Braden Summers has captured gay and lesbian couples all over the world.  

See more of the photos’ here. http://www.boredpanda.com/gay-couples-all-love-is-equal-braden-summers/ 

Our forum member Sue Lister would like the forum to create a library of York couples as a resource to use for 
the forum to demonstrate loving couples within Yorkshire. If you’re interested in being involved please contact 

her via the forum email yorklgbtforum@gmail.com 
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Football V Homophopia Match photos 

York City recently hosted their first ever Football v Homophobia match. One of our forum members was 
there, and took these pictures celebrating the match.  

York City is one of only 25 football league cups to actively tackle the issue of homophobia in football 

 

Older Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans People 
'Minding the Knowledge Gaps' 

  

‘Counting the Costs? Resources, Austerity and Older LGBT People’ 
  

Tuesday 29th April 2013 University of Surrey, UK 
  
To register: please visit: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/counting-the-costs-resources-austerity-and-older-
lgbt-people-tickets-10638824009 

The Homophobic Hate Crime British Survey 2013 

The link below is to the Stonewall Homophobic hate crime survey for 2013. The survey highlights just how far 

we still have to travel.  

Our subgroup works on hate crime. If you’d like to get involved, please email Dan Sidley, Hate Crime sub group 

co-ordinator at the yorklgbtforum@gmail.com 

 http://www.stonewall.org.uk/documents/hate_crime.pdf 
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Stonewall’s Historical Website 

As we celebrate the first same sex marriages, Stonewall is celebrating and remembering the collective journey 
that has helped us secure full legal equality. 

www.stonewall25.org.uk charts many of the key milestones and achievements of the last twenty five years.  

 

Research participants sought 

Participants are sought for a doctoral research study exploring how civil partnerships and same-sex marriage 

can help to challenge society and the law’s ideas about gender roles in relationships. The study, being 

conducted by Charlotte Bendall (PhD candidate at the University of Birmingham) and supervised by Dr. Rosie 

Harding (Senior Lecturer at the University of Birmingham) is focusing upon how the issue of gender is dealt with 
in the context of solicitor-client meetings upon civil partnership dissolution. The researcher is seeking to recruit 

people who have sought legal advice relating to same-sex relationship breakdown. 

Participation would involve an interview with the researcher lasting for approximately one hour. The questions 
would allow you to reflect back on your dealings with your solicitor and would also address matters such as the 

division of labour within your relationship both pre- and post-separation. Interviews would take place at a 

mutually agreed location. 

Contact for further information 

For full information about how to take part, please get in touch with Charlotte Bendall 

by e-mail at clb212@bham.ac.uk. You may also write to her at Birmingham Law 

School, University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 2TT. 

 

Improving hospital services for the LGBT Community 

The York Hospitals Trust have recently been asking for suggestions on how to improve their services for the 
LGBT community. Please see below some of the feedvach so far. If yo have any further thoughts or suggestions, 
please email Margaret Milburn, Margaret.Milburn@york.nhs.uk by 28th March 

1. Live and let live - Do not Judge 
 

2. Information available about local support groups 
 

3. There are people who are out there to help. Just take a step forward to ask for help! 
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4. Cling on to a friend with both hands 
 

5. Love is precious  
 

6. Easy to find information on changing name and gender on NHS records 
 

7. Provide more trans and queer training to student nurses and doctors - it starts with us! 
 

8. Trans awareness and etiquette training for staff 
 

9. Please stop assuming all trans people’s illnesses are caused by our genders!!! 
 

10. Consider offering endocrinology services for trans people locally instead of in Leeds! 
 

11. Have a known policy on accommodating trans people in single sex wards. Put it online 
 

12. Transgender Health and information leaflets please 
 

13. Work out how to accommodate trans men in need of obs/gynae ‘before’ I need it 
 

14. Please don’t call people ‘Miss’ or ‘Sir’ without checking with them first! 
 

15. Don’t assume someone’s partner is of the opposite sex 
 

16. Please use gender neutral language e.g. partner not husband or wife 
 

17. Don’t assume that everyone is heterosexual 
 

18. Display images of same sex couples 

 

Celebrating same sex marriage event 

The Sociologists of the request the pleasure of your company on 28 March 2014 at 4pm 

to celebrate the commencement of the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013in the Research Centre for Social 
Sciences,  Innovation Close, University of York, Heslington, York YO10 5ZF 

RSVP is essential. Please RSVP to celia.kitzinger@york.ac.uk or paul.johnson@york.ac.uk 

Wedding cake, champagne and short speeches provided 

  



Stonewall Equality Walk in Brighton 

Stonewall are holding an equality walk on Sunday 11th May. It’s a 10K walk to raise funds for the Stonewall  
equality campaigns, and to celebrate the last 25 years. 

For more information go to http://equalitywalk.org.uk/ 

 

Help All Out fight Scott Lively 

"The gay movement has really brought this on themselves." 

The threatening words of Scott Lively, an American anti-gay crusader, who's being sued for helping 
drive forward Uganda's extreme anti-gay law. He travels the world giving seminars about the dangers 

of gay people. He even blames the Holocaust on gay men! 

Now, Lively has launched a new global anti-gay network to get more countries to pass anti-gay laws. 

More than 75 organisations have joined up. They're getting stronger, bolder and more organised every 
day. But All Out is standing in their way. 

With nearly 2 million people ready to act and a savvy team of campaigners to plot winning strategies, 
All Out are fighting tooth and nail for love and equality – with a fraction of the anti-gay network's 

combined budget. 

The new anti-gay network's 1-month anniversary is next week. If 5,000 of us chip in even a small 
amount before that day,we'll have a huge, powerful fund to stop them before they even get started. 

Can you make a secure donation now?  
https://www.allout.org/fight-for-love 

 
The next Forum meeting in on THURSDAY 10th April 7pm to 9pm at Phoenix 11, 

Phoenix Building, York St John’s University, Lord Mayors Walk. 
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